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Provisional Government accepted all these arrangements and
the secret treaties were not repudiated till the Bolsheviks came
into power in the autumn.

The treaty with Britain, Russia, and France which brought
Italy into the war was signed in London on the 6th April 1915.
It is notable, amongst other points, for the fact that it was the
first of these treaties to mention war indemnities. Article i r
declared that 'Italy is to get a share in the war indemnity
corresponding to the magnitude of her sacrifices and efforts'.
Meanwhile (Article 14) Britain undertook to facilitate the
floatation of an Italian loan in London of at least 50 millions
sterling. At the end of the war Italy was to annex not only
the partly Italianized Trentino, but all the German-speaking
Tyrol up to the crest of the Brenner Pass; also Trieste and
Pola, and the greater part of Dalmatia with its coast islands.
The rest of the Austrian possessions east of the Adriatic were
to be divided between a new State of Croatia and Serbia and
Montenegro. This hardly accorded with the principle of pro-
tecting small nationalities, for of the 600,000 inhabitants of
Dalmatia at most only 3 per cent, were Italian. Austria was
to be entirely cut off from the sea. Albania was to remain an
'independent Mohammedan State', but Italy was to control its
relations with other Powers and to annex the port of Valona
and the adjacent district. Italy was also to have a share in the
partition of the Ottoman Empire, and in the case of other Powers
extending their African dominions was to have her .share in the
German colonies. It was stipulated that the treaty was to be
kept secret, and Article 15 set forth that:

France, Great Britain, and Russia pledge themselves to support
Italy in not allowing the representatives of the Holy See to take any
steps in the matter of the conclusion of peace or the settlement of
questions connected with the present war.

Sonnino, at the time in charge of the Italian Foreign Office,
has been credited not only with the authorship of this clause,
but also with having, years before, when he was in office,
insisted that the Holy See should have no part or influence in
the first Peace Conference of The Hague. If the coming of peace